
How early can you get a boarding pass 

for American Airlines? 

Getting your boarding pass on time is one of the most important steps in preparing for your trip 
with American Airlines +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK). Many travelers wonder 
exactly how early they can get their boarding pass especially when they want to avoid airport 
rush add extra services +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) or simply feel more 
prepared for their journey. American Airlines offers flexible options to help passengers access 
their boarding passes as early as possible through online check-in +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 
+𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) the mobile app and airport facilities. If you ever need assistance you may 
also contact American Airlines customer support at +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 
(UK) for help with check-in or retrieving your boarding pass. 

When does American Airlines allow passengers to get their boarding pass? 

American Airlines typically allows passengers to get their boarding pass as early as 24 hours 
before the scheduled departure time +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK). This 
applies to both domestic and international flights although the check-in cutoff time will differ 
depending on the route. 

Here’s a breakdown of check-in and boarding pass timelines: 

●​ Online check-in opens: 24 hours before departure​
 

●​ Online check-in closes:​
 

○​ 45 minutes before departure (domestic flights) +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 
+𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK)​
 

○​ 90 minutes before departure (international flights)​
 

Once you complete check-in using the American Airlines website or mobile app you can 
instantly download +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) print or save your 
boarding pass to your device. If you run into issues accessing your boarding pass calling the 
support line at +1 (888) 839-0555 or +44-800-051-6735 can help resolve technical or 
reservation-related problems. 

Getting your boarding pass through the mobile app 

The American Airlines mobile app is the fastest way to access a boarding pass.​
 After online check-in opens at the 24-hour mark you can: 



1.​ Log into the app​
 

2.​ Enter your reservation details +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK)​
 

3.​ Complete any required document verification​
 

4.​ Download your mobile boarding pass to your device​
 

The mobile pass can be stored in your Apple Wallet +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 
(UK) Google Wallet or simply within the app. This is especially convenient for travelers who 
prefer contactless travel or want to avoid printing. 

What about passengers on international flights? 

International travelers sometimes need to complete additional steps before obtaining their 
boarding pass.​
 This may include: 

●​ Passport verification​
 

●​ Visa verification +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK)​
 

●​ Document checks​
 

●​ Health-related entry requirements (depending on the destination)​
 

If any of these steps are pending +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) the system 
may not release your boarding pass online immediately. In such cases you may need to visit a 
check-in counter or call American Airlines customer support at +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 
+𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) to clarify the specific issue. 

Can I get my boarding pass earlier at the airport? 

Yes. If you prefer in-person check-in +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) you can 
get your boarding pass as soon as the American Airlines counters open which is usually: 

●​ 2 hours before departure for domestic flights​
 

●​ 3 hours before departure for international flights​
 

However at many airports the desks may open even earlier depending on staffing and the first 
flight of the day. 



Additionally American Airlines self-service +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 
(UK)allow you to print your boarding pass as early as: 

●​ 24 hours before your flight provided the airport terminal is open​
 

Travelers who are checking bags may still need to speak with an agent especially during peak 
hours. 

Why getting your boarding pass early matters 

Obtaining your boarding pass early provides several advantages: 

●​ Better seat selection​
 

●​ Option to purchase upgrades​
 

●​ Avoiding long airport queues +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK)​
 

●​ Ensuring travel documents are approved in advance​
 

●​ Peace of mind knowing your check-in is complete​
 

If you’re traveling during holidays peak seasons +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 
(UK) or connecting through busy airports having a boarding pass early can help avoid 
unnecessary delays. 

Conclusion 

You can get your American Airlines boarding pass 24 hours before your flight through online 
check-in or the mobile app +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK). For airport 
check-in desks and kiosks usually open several hours before departure depending on your 
route. Whether you prefer digital convenience or printed documents +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 
+𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) American Airlines offers flexible options. If you ever face issues 
retrieving your boarding pass or completing check-in you can always reach out to American 
Airlines support at +𝟣 (𝟪𝟪𝟪) 𝟪𝟥𝟫-𝟢𝟧𝟧𝟧 (US) 𝑜𝓇 +𝟦𝟦-𝟪𝟢𝟢-𝟢𝟧𝟣-𝟨𝟩𝟥𝟧 (UK) for quick assistance. 
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